DIALOGUE   IN   PARIS
capital on the grounds that "this is no ordinary year; we do not know whether we shall not be mobilising in March or April."
In May the Belgian Minister reported that France had undoubtedly become more chauvinistic: "they say they are certain of victory" At the same time, an old diplomat said to him: "If an "awkward incident arises now, the men at the head of the two States will have to agree within three days> or there will be war I" At the end of May there was ill-feeling because actors appeared on the Berlin stage in the uniform of the Foreign Legion; at the same time Germans were represented in Paris in the villains' parts. At the national celebrations, for the first time, coloured troops appeared in the review.
For two days past Ministry and Press have been raging over the Ultimatum to Serbia, particularly on account of the ruthless time-limit. No one believes Germany's assurance of ignorance; they think that she is making the running for Vienna. French securities sink lower than they have been since 1870, the Bourse has to be shut, the whole world believes that Germany wants war. In the Ministry sits old M. Bienvenu-Martin, representing the two Presidents, both on the ocean. He send|; out a ceaseless stream of wireless messages to sea; but in his own activity he lacks talent and brilliancy. §c^ to begin with, he negotiates regarding Grey's proposaVof yesterday for a Conference. He speaks with the Gentian Ambassador: "Tour appeal to us for a united effort for the maintenance of peace" says M. Bienvenu, "has had a very benefiaal effect here"
"Germany is ine with France in her warm desire for peace" says Freiherr voft Schb'n. "It is on Petersburg that the pressure must be brought"
"I for my part would gladly be willing to have pacifying influences set to work at Petersbttrg^ after it has been established in advance- through  Austria® assurances   that   no annexation ft contemplated" m   "Possible general representations of th$ Powers at Vienna
'ommission for extraordinary provisions of flour for the
